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Warm temperatures continued during the week
although a few areas of below freezing temperatures were
reported in the east. Average temperatures ranged from
three to nine degrees above normal. Rainfall remained on
the light side except" for a few reports between a half and
one and a half inches in widely scattered thunderstorms on
Sunday.

GENERAL

Fieldwork activities were in full swing last week
with no rain delays reported, according to the Nebraska
Agricultural Statistics Service. Fieldwork activities included
corn, soybean, and sorghum planting with related seedbed
preparations. Also, irrigation systems were operating to aid
germination of corn and sugar beet plantings. Dry soil
conditions, as a result of the recent days with no
precipitation and windy conditions, have caused some
producers to delay some planting activity and some

producers to hold cattle off summer pastures at this time.

CROPS

Winter wheat condition was rated at 6% very poor,
23% poor, 54% fair, and 17% good. The dry, windy
conditions along with above normal temperatures continued
to stress wheat in various areas of the State. Presence of

chinch bugs in the Southeast District were reported.

FIELD WORK PROGRESS
AS OF MAy 10, 1992

% corn planted 80 62 69 92

% corn emerged 5 5 1 18

% sorghum planted 0 5 1 13

% la_aeans planted 0 8 6 19

% wheat jointed 89 75 70 59

% wheat headed 0 0 l 2
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Spraying for army cutworms and pale western cutworms
continued in the Panhandle.

Corn planting last week once again made excellent
progress. As of Sunday, 81% of the intended acreage was
planted. This completion rate was well ahead of last year
at 44% and the 5-year average at 63%. Emergence has
been slow except where irrigation systems were providing
water. Reports also indicate that emergence on earlier
dryland plantings was also hindered by "crusting."

Spring planting of soybeans and _,rain sorghum has
begun in most areas of the State. Some producers are
waiting for moisture before planting. Soybeans are slightly
ahead of average plantings and sorghum was at the average.

Alfalfa condition was rated at 2% poor, 33% fair,
59% good, and 6% excellent. Wild hay condition was rated
at 8% poor, 52% fair, 39% good, and 1% excellent.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range condition was rated at 80% of
normal. Cattle continue to be moved onto summer
pastures. In some areas, grass growth was at a standstill
due to the lack of rainfall, topsoil drying winds, and low
nighttime temperatures. Even with good grass growth in
some areas, moisture is needed for pastures to provide
adequate summer grazing. Some supplemental feeding of
hay continued. Producers continued to brand and work
calves.

AOR ICULTURAL STATISTICS DISTRICTS STA LAST LAST AVER-

.w I Nc I NE I C I EC[ swI sc I sE WEEKYEARAGE
75 88 98 96 81 38 44 63

13 42 40 19 17 0 3 16

6 5 8 9 8 0 3 8

7 9 19 17 l0 0 3 9

80 100 90 100 92 67 58 72

1 3 0 0 l 0 0 4

DAYS SUITABLE AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION
AS OF MAY 8, 1992

Days suitable 7.0 7,0 7.0 6.8 7.0 6.9 7 0 7.0 7.0 5.8 3.6

Topsoil moisture - Short 100 77 63 71 68 93 100 39 74 34 9

(Percent) - Adequate 0 23 37 29 32 7 0 61 26 63 78

- Su_lus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 13

Sub,oil moisture - Short 87 15 11 14 4 27 23 39 26 19 47

(Percent) - Adequate 13 85 89 86 92 73 77 61 73 79 53

- Surplus 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 1 2 0
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